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African Horse Sickness Outbreak 

Western Cape 

February - March 2011 
 

Introduction 
This is the seventh situation report drawn up by the Veterinary Services of the Western Cape 

Province.  

Control Measures 
The control measures have not been changed and movement control is still in place in the 

Malmesbury Magisterial District.  

Vaccination 

Bottle 1 of the AHS vaccination has been completed in the infection zone. Bottle 2 will only be used 

after the outbreak is declared over as vaccine reactions could create confusion. 

Quantitative description of the Outbreak to date 

 

The total confirmed cases stands at 50 horses as of the 22 March 2011.The total suspect cases stands 

at 31 horses. The total deaths (both AHS confirmed (n=48) and suspect cases (n=19)) thus far stands 

at 67 horses. It is quite clear from the graph below that the number of cases has dramatically 

decreased. A number of horses that are suspect for AHS have tested positive for Babesia equi which 

shows that there has been concurrent infection with this parasite. This does increase the numbers of 

suspect cases and hopefully with further lab confirmations these cases can be removed from the AHS 

suspect list.  

 

 
Figure 1: Epidemic curve of the AHS outbreak as of 22 April 2011. The totals are indicative of all CONFIRMED cases of AHS 

to date with red bars indicating those confirmed cases which have died (n=48) and blue those confirmed cases which are 

still alive (n=2). 

    

Spatial Aspects of the Outbreak 
(See Figure 2) 

There has been almost no confirmed spread from the original infected area since the 28 March 2011. 

The 10 kilometre buffer zone surrounding confirmed cases also remains the same. The Blue and 

Green arrows in Figure 2 indicate suspect cases of AHS which may show spread. Preliminary results 

do however indicate that the ‘Blue arrow’ case is going to be negative and results are still 

outstanding for the more easterly case. 
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Preliminary Conclusions and Notes 
 

There is a definite indication that the disease is slowing down. The recent colder weather is also 

going to help to slow the virus spread as the virus replication and the vector multiplication are both 

inhibited by colder weather.  

 

The Mamre community is assisting of the University of Pretoria’s Equine Research Centre with midge 

trapping which will hopefully help answer some research questions regarding this outbreak. 

. 
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Figure 2:  Spatial distribution of the current AHS outbreak – 22 April 2011 – See text for descriptions. 

 


